BAR
MENU

SERVED 5PM-9PM DAILY

STARTERS

BRUSCHETTA 7.50
TOMATO | BASIL | ONION | GARLIC | SOUR DOUGH
2,4,7

SEAFOOD CHOWDER 8.50

HOMEMADE BROWN BREAD
2,3,5,7,8

DEEP FRIED BRIE 9.00

RED ONION MARMALADE | DRESSED
LEAVES
2,4,7

BBQ CHICKEN WINGS 8.50

BUTTERMILK FRIED WINGS | BLUE CHEESE
DRESSING | DRESSED LEAVES
2,7

LOADED POTATO SKINS 8.50

MELTED CHEESE | SMOKED BACON | SPRING
ONION | SOUR CREAM
7

GARLIC MUSHROOMS 8.50
GARLIC MAYO | DRESSED LEAVES

2,4,7

CAESAR SALAD 10.50

LITTLE GEM | BACON LARDONS | CROUTONS |
AGED PARMESAN | HOUSE DRESSING

MAIN COURSES

100Z IRISH BLACK ANGUS 30.00
STRIPLOIN STEAK

SAUTEED ONIONS | SAUTEED MUSHROOMS
| HOUSE FRIES | PEPPER SAUCE
2,4,7,13

60Z STEAK SANDWICH 19.50

SAUTEED MUSHROOMS | SAUTEED ONIONS |
CIABATTA BREAD | HOUSE FRIES | PEPPER SAUCE
2,7

PRIME 60Z IRISH BEEF BURGER 19.00

MELTED CHEESE | SMOKED BACON |
SPRING ONION | BRIOCHE BUN | HOUSE
FRIES | DRESSED SALAD

2,7

TRADITIONAL FISH & CHIPS 18.95

COD | HOUSE FRIES | DRESSED SALAD |
TARTARE SAUCE
2,5,7,8

HERB CRUSTED SALMON FILLET 22.00

CREAMY MASH POTATO | BUTTERED
VEGETABLES | LEMON & PEPPER SAUCE
5,7

CHICKEN PASCAL 19.50

CHICKEN WITH HERB STUFFING, WRAPPED IN
BACON | CREAMY MASH POTATO | BUTTERED
VEGETABLES | MUSHROOM SAUCE

5,7

CHICKEN & CHORIZO PASTA 17.50
SPICY TOMATO SAUCE | GARLIC CIABATTA

THAI RED VEGETABLE CURRY  17.00

BASMATI RICE
3,7,14

THAI RED CHICKEN CURRY 17.95

BASMATI RICE
3,7,14

SOUTHERN FRIED CHICKEN BURGER 17.95

2.4,7 BURGER SAUCE | LETTUCE | HOUSE FRIES
ADD GRILLED CHICKEN €5.00 EXTRA 2.4,7.9
SCAMPI & FRIES 18.00
SEASONAL SOUP 6.80 TEMPURA BATTERED PRAWNS | LEMON DILL
BROWN SODA BREAD MAYO | HOUSE FRIES | SIDE SALAD
2.7 2.5,7.8
ALLERGY INFORMATION
1 CLEARY | 2 GLUTEN | 3 CRUSTACEANS | 4 EGGS | 5 FISH | 6 LUPIN | 7 MILK | § MOLLUSCS | 9 MUSTARD | 10
PEANUTS | 11 NUTS | 12 SESAME | 13 SULPHUR DIOXIDE | 14 SOY
BRIDGE STREET, DUNGARVAN, CO. WATERFORD
TEL: 058 41122
EMAIL: INFO@LAWLORSHOTEL.COM
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LAWLORS HOTEL THROUGH THE AGES

DUNGARVAN IS ONE OF THE MOST BEAUTIFUL COASTAL TOWNS IN IRELAND. SITUATED ON THE SOUTH EAST COAST OF COUNTY WATERFORD,
THE TOWN GREW INTO AN URBAN CENTRE IN THE SHELTER OF A LARGE ANGLO-NORMAN FORTIFICATION FOUNDED IN 1185. IN 1215 THE
TOWN WAS GRANTED A CHARTER BY KING JOHN.

AS A NUMBER OF HISTORICAL COMMENTATORS HAVE SUGGESTED BEFORE, AS RESEARCHED BY PATRICK C. POWER IN HIS BOOK A HISTORY OF
DUNGARVAN: TOWN AND DISTRICT, ‘PREVIOUS TO 1815 THIS PLACE (DUNGARVAN) WAS, PERHAPS, AS UNINVITING IN ITS ASPECT AS IT IS NOW
RESPECTABLE IN ITS GENERAL APPEARANCE. ITS CONVENIENCES WERE FEW, ITS TRADE UNIMPORTANT AND THE INDUSTRIOUS CLASSES
LANGUISHING IN INACTIVITY. THE STORY GOES THAT ONE OF THESE INCONVENIENCES WAS A REPUTABLE HOTEL, A TASK WITH WHICH
PROPRIETOR OF THE TOWN WILLIAM CAVENDISH, 5TH DUKE OF DEVONSHIRE APPLIED HIMSELF WITH GUSTO, LIKELY TO SWAY POLITICAL
FAVOUR AT THE TIME. IN THE YEAR 1807, HE COMMISSIONED THE BUILDING ALONGSIDE THE CONSTRUCTION OF SEVERAL NEW STREETS, A
MARKET SQUARE AND A BRIDGE TO LINK DUNGARVAN WITH ABBEYSIDE. THE NEW 3-STOREY HOTEL WAS TO BE NAMED THE DEVONSHIRE ARMS
HOTEL, AND SOON BECAME KNOWN FOR ITS CAST IRON BALCONY OVER THE DOOR, THE LENGTH OF THREE BAYS OF THE HOTEL.

THE BALCONY IS A PIECE OF HISTORY IN DUNGARVAN AND STANDS PROUDLY OVER THE ENTRANCE OF LAWLORS HOTEL TODAY. IT
ORIGINALLY GREW IN ACCLAIM DUE TO THE MYRIAD OF POLITICIANS WHO CHOSE HERE TO GIVE SPEECHES FROM ITS PLINTH; DANIEL
O’CONNELL, EAMON DE VALERA, FRANK HUGH O’'DONNELL (THE LAST M.P FOR DUNGARVAN), HENRY MATTHEWS AND MICHAEL COLLINS.
COLLINS ARRIVED IN DUNGARVAN ON 26 MARCH 1922 AS HEAD OF THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT. A POWERFUL SPEAKER, HE BEGAN HIS
SPEECH ON TOP OF A LORRY IN THE NEARBY SQUARE, LATER PIVOTING TO THE BALCONY OF THE DEVONSHIRE ARMS WHEN AN ANTI-
GOVERNMENT PROTESTOR DROVE THE LORRY DOWN BRIDGE STREET, OVER THE BRIDGE AND ONTO THE CAUSEWAY. ACCORDING TO LOCAL
SOURCES, COLLINS STOPPED THE LORRY BY PUTTING A REVOLVER IN THE WINDOW FORCING THE DRIVER TO STOP.

FOR SOME NINETY YEARS, THE DEVONSHIRE ARMS HOTEL ENJOYED UNBRIDLED SUCCESS ON BRIDGE STREET (NOTABLE VISITORS OVER THE
YEARS INCLUDE WILLIAM THACKERAY, CANON PATRICK POWER, AND CATHAL BRUGHA). IN 1894, THE PROPRIETOR AT THE TIME WAS A MAN
NAMED WILLIAM LAWLOR FROM COUNTY KILKENNY, BUT NOT FOR LONG. AN ALLEGED DISAGREEMENT OCCURRED TO CAUSE LAWLOR TO
LOSE HIS JOB UNCEREMONIOUSLY AND THUS RETALIATE; SOMETIME BETWEEN 1894 AND 1901, WILLIAM LAWLOR TOOK A LEASE ON ONE OF THE
THREE PRIVATE DWELLING HOUSES ADJOINING THE DEVONSHIRE ARMS AND OPENED HIS OWN HOTEL, LAWLOR’S HOTEL. SHORTLY AFTER, HE
ACQUIRED A LEASE ON A SECOND HOUSE FROM MARGARET COADY. THE THIRD HOUSE, NEAREST THE BRIDGE, REMAINED A PRIVATE DWELLING
HOUSE UNTIL THE THIRD QUARTER OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY. THE DETAILS FROM THAT TIME ARE SPARSE, BUT WE DO KNOW THAT IN
ACCORDING TO THE 1901 CENSUS, VETERINARY SURGEON AND HOTEL PROPRIETOR MAURICE F. LYNCH WAS NAMED OWNER AND OPERATOR OF
THE DEVONSHIRE ARMS HOTEL, THE HOTEL WAS NUMBER FIVE ON THOMAS F. MEAGHER STREET (THE NEW NAME FOR BRIDGE STREET) AND THE
BUILDING BOASTED TWELVE WINDOWS IN THE FRONT FACADE, NINETEEN ROOMS AND TEN OUTBUILDINGS IN THE BACK.

THE BUILDING WAS LATER TRANSFERRED OVER TO 24-YEAR-OLD MARY ANNE KELLY, AN UNMARRIED WOMAN FROM COUNTY LEITRIM. FOR
MANY YEARS IN THE MID TWENTIETH CENTURY THE KELLY FAMILY WERE OWNERS AND MANAGERS OF THE DEVONSHIRE ARMS HOTEL.
MICHAEL KELLY WAS THE CHIEF PROPRIETOR WITH HIS BROTHER NICHOLAS AS PART OWNER. NICHOLAS WAS A POLITICIAN ON THE
DUNGARVAN URBAN COUNCIL FOR MANY YEARS. FOLLOWING THE UNEXPECTED DEATH OF MICHAEL KELLY IN FEBRUARY 1972 THE FAMILY
DECIDED TO SELL THE HOTEL. ACCORDING TO THE DUNGARVAN LEADER’S 12 DECEMBER 1972 EDITION, THE DEVONSHIRE ARMS HOTEL WAS
SOLD BY THE KELLY FAMILY TO TERRY CREAGH-PERCY BY PRIVATE TREATY. TERRY CREAGH-PERCY HAD OPERATED A HOTEL NEAR HEATHROW
AIRPORT FOR ABOUT EIGHT YEARS AND HAD CONNECTIONS TO LISMORE. OVER TIME LAWLOR’S HOTEL PURCHASED THE DWELLING HOUSE,
WHICH TODAY PROVIDES A SIDE DOOR INTO THE BAR OF LAWLOR’S HOTEL. BUT THE BIGGEST CHANGE WAS THE ADDITION OF THE
DEVONSHIRE ARMS HOTEL BY LAWLOR’S HOTEL IN MARCH 1984 —— SOMETHING WILLIAM LAWLOR, WHO STARTED LAWLOR’S HOTEL AFTER

BEING REMOVED AS MANAGER OF THE DEVONSHIRE ARMS HOTEL BACK IN THE 1890S, WOULD BE DELIGHTED TO HEAR.

TODAY, LAWLORS HOTEL IS A FAMILY-RUN ESTABLISHMENT THAT HAS BEEN IN THE BURKE FAMILY FOR OVER 40 YEARS. PROUD OF ITS HISTORY
WHILE ALSO COMMITTED TO MODERN EXCELLENCE, THE BURKE FAMILY CONTINUES TO EXPAND THE HOTEL’S SITE AND AMENITIES IN 2022. IN
RECENT DECADES, A FOURTH FLOOR WAS BUILT ALONG THE FULL LENGTH OF THE TERRACE. WITH THIS CONSTRUCTION THIS ARTICLE
CONCLUDES THE TRADITION OF HOSPITALITY BEGUN ON THE THEN NEW BRIDGE STREET, SOMETIMES CALLED THOMAS F. MEAGHER STREET,
WITH THE DEVONSHIRE ARMS HOTEL IN THE EARLY NINETEENTH CENTURY, AND CONTINUED TODAY, OVER TWO HUNDRED YEARS LATER,

WITH LAWLOR’S HOTEL.
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